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What they said about The True Performing of It in 2019 
 

 

The book is an outstanding treatment—indeed the only treatment—of one of the most important 
literary, cultural and historical relationships in the English language. It provides a valuable addition 
to the scholarship on William Shakespeare and Bob Dylan, but also surpasses the sum of its parts. 
The book is exceptional, and its greatest strength, apart from the detail throughout, is in the 
constant juxtaposition of William Shakespeare and Bob Dylan. It is truly a book about both artists, 
reflecting deep knowledge of and equal interest in both.  

Professor Richard Thomas, author of "Why Bob Dylan Matters" 

Andrew Muir has used his encyclopaedic knowledge of both Shakespeare and Bob Dylan to write a book 
which will give enthusiasts for either or both of these geniuses of popular culture many exciting new ways 
of thinking about them. 

Rowland Wymer Emeritus Professor of English at Anglia Ruskin University, Cambridge. 

This is an important and original study. It’s also extremely entertaining and full of fascinating details. 
Andrew Muir’s expert view of both his subjects ensures that the connection between Shakespeare and 
Dylan is revealed to be convincing and significant. One of the most rewarding aspects of this book is the 
way in which Muir’s ideas ensure that a return to the works of each artist is enhanced by what has been 
revealed about the other - and perhaps most surprising is quite how much there is to discover about 
Shakespeare in the light of the material presented about Dylan (and not just the other way round). 

Christopher Green, Trustee and Director, British Shakespeare Association 

This is a book that had to be written, and no-one is better qualified to have pulled it off than Andrew Muir, 
who has put in the necessary work, and over the long haul, on both bards. He's no fanatic trying to claim 
Bob Dylan as Shakespeare's equal. Instead, his superbly close attention to the work of each takes us down 
the often surprising, remarkably rich and unexplored avenue that links the two. 

Michael Gray, D.Litt. 
 
Arguably the tour de force of the book is the chapter comparing Shakespeare’s The Tempest and Bob 
Dylan’s album Tempest… Reading this particular chapter is absorbing. The depth of analysis, the 
sharpness of the comparisons, and the sheer amount of detail is staggering. 
 
In closing, it should be noted that the book is a balance between popular interest and academic research. 
As such, it is not a light read, and is a sophisticated work that would suit those looking for depth, insight 
and cultural understanding. 
 
Dylan commentator, Tara Zuk: Full review, which originally appeared in ISIS BOB DYLAN MAGAZINE, #203, 
available here: https://tinyurl.com/y3mw4ver  
 
Muir’s examination of how Dylan uses bits from minstrelsy adaptations of Shakespeare in his 

recent work is pure dynamite; sparks fly off of the pages. His chapter on sources is the best 

writing I’ve read on the topic…Bob Dylan & William Shakespeare: The True Performing of It left 

me wanting more. I give it my highest recommendation. Andrew Muir has done the real work. 

https://www.amazon.com/Bob-Dylan-William-Shakespeare-Performing/dp/1912733951/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=true+performing+of+it&qid=1561293071&s=gateway&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Bob-Dylan-William-Shakespeare-Performing/dp/1912733951/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=true+performing+of+it&qid=1561293071&s=gateway&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Bob-Dylan-William-Shakespeare-Performing/dp/1912733951/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=true+performing+of+it&qid=1561293071&s=gateway&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Bob-Dylan-William-Shakespeare-Performing/dp/1912733951/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=true+performing+of+it&qid=1561293071&s=gateway&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Bob-Dylan-William-Shakespeare-Performing/dp/1912733951/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=true+performing+of+it&qid=1561293071&s=gateway&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Bob-Dylan-William-Shakespeare-Performing/dp/1912733951/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2EWHEB1W6OPUL&keywords=true+performing+of+it&qid=1561011632&s=gateway&sprefix=true+perf%2Caps%2C164&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Bob-Dylan-William-Shakespeare-Performing/dp/1912733951/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2EWHEB1W6OPUL&keywords=true+performing+of+it&qid=1561011632&s=gateway&sprefix=true+perf%2Caps%2C164&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Bob-Dylan-William-Shakespeare-Performing/dp/1912733951/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2EWHEB1W6OPUL&keywords=true+performing+of+it&qid=1561011632&s=gateway&sprefix=true+perf%2Caps%2C164&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Bob-Dylan-William-Shakespeare-Performing/dp/1912733951/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2EWHEB1W6OPUL&keywords=true+performing+of+it&qid=1561011632&s=gateway&sprefix=true+perf%2Caps%2C164&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Bob-Dylan-William-Shakespeare-Performing/dp/1912733951/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2EWHEB1W6OPUL&keywords=true+performing+of+it&qid=1561011632&s=gateway&sprefix=true+perf%2Caps%2C164&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.de/Bob-Dylan-William-Shakespeare-Performing/dp/1912733951/ref=sr_1_1?__mk_de_DE=%C3%85M%C3%85%C5%BD%C3%95%C3%91&keywords=true+prformin+of+it&qid=1561293136&s=gateway&sr=8-1-spell
https://www.amazon.de/Bob-Dylan-William-Shakespeare-Performing/dp/1912733951/ref=sr_1_1?__mk_de_DE=%C3%85M%C3%85%C5%BD%C3%95%C3%91&keywords=true+prformin+of+it&qid=1561293136&s=gateway&sr=8-1-spell
https://www.amazon.de/Bob-Dylan-William-Shakespeare-Performing/dp/1912733951/ref=sr_1_1?__mk_de_DE=%C3%85M%C3%85%C5%BD%C3%95%C3%91&keywords=true+prformin+of+it&qid=1561293136&s=gateway&sr=8-1-spell
https://www.amazon.de/Bob-Dylan-William-Shakespeare-Performing/dp/1912733951/ref=sr_1_1?__mk_de_DE=%C3%85M%C3%85%C5%BD%C3%95%C3%91&keywords=true+prformin+of+it&qid=1561293136&s=gateway&sr=8-1-spell
https://www.amazon.de/Bob-Dylan-William-Shakespeare-Performing/dp/1912733951/ref=sr_1_1?__mk_de_DE=%C3%85M%C3%85%C5%BD%C3%95%C3%91&keywords=true+prformin+of+it&qid=1561293136&s=gateway&sr=8-1-spell
https://www.foyles.co.uk/witem/essays-writing/the-true-performing-of-it-bob-dylan,andrew-muir-9781912733958
https://www.foyles.co.uk/witem/essays-writing/the-true-performing-of-it-bob-dylan,andrew-muir-9781912733958
https://www.foyles.co.uk/witem/essays-writing/the-true-performing-of-it-bob-dylan,andrew-muir-9781912733958
https://www.foyles.co.uk/witem/essays-writing/the-true-performing-of-it-bob-dylan,andrew-muir-9781912733958
https://www.foyles.co.uk/witem/essays-writing/the-true-performing-of-it-bob-dylan,andrew-muir-9781912733958
https://www.waterstones.com/book/the-true-performing-of-it/andrew-muir/9781912733958
https://www.waterstones.com/book/the-true-performing-of-it/andrew-muir/9781912733958
https://www.waterstones.com/book/the-true-performing-of-it/andrew-muir/9781912733958
https://www.waterstones.com/book/the-true-performing-of-it/andrew-muir/9781912733958
https://www.waterstones.com/book/the-true-performing-of-it/andrew-muir/9781912733958
https://tinyurl.com/y3mw4ver?fbclid=IwAR0i7VUw_fFfyQ1bFfMAsMzED0Q5m-LAXASV3P4SRB2_x_GYJOap63k9reM
https://tinyurl.com/y3mw4ver?fbclid=IwAR0i7VUw_fFfyQ1bFfMAsMzED0Q5m-LAXASV3P4SRB2_x_GYJOap63k9reM


Get your copy of Dylan & Shakespeare: The True Performing Of It  
Amazon US, UK, Europe Also: Foyles Waterstones etc. 2 
 

 

Dylan commentator and ‘source sleuth #1’, Scott Warmuth  

Full review: https://m.facebook.com/scottwarmuth/posts/10217545270957193 

 
All in all, it offers a highly convincing case, spelt out with the requisite textual detail, for the 
importance and fertility of the Dylan-Shakespeare connection on both causal (source-oriented) and 
qualitative (comparative) grounds. 

Dr Christopher Rollason: Full review: https://tinyurl.com/y4vv45ce 

Andrew Muir’s book looks at aspects of connection between Bob’s work and Shakespeare’s, but 

actually you can have no better guide to the magnitude, its scope and scale, of what Bob has been up 

to over the decades … Whatever your views on current Bob, or your degree of knowledge or interest 

in Shakespeare, there is no fan of Bob who won’t profit from reading this book, the product of 

someone steeped, well-versed one might say, in the texts and performances of these collegial bards 

who command so much of our lives and attention. 

Poet Roy Kelly, full review in The Bridge #65 (Jotting Down Notes) 
http://www.two-riders.co.uk/sixtyfivea.html 
 
Andrew Muir’s The True Performing of It: Bob Dylan and William Shakespeare is an admirably 
exhaustive study of the two writers… Muir has synthesized an impressive amount of detail which he 
marshals in an intriguing way.   
 
 
Stuart Hampton-Reeves, University of Warwick 
Full review, pp 9ff, Dylan Review Vol. 1.2, Winter 2019 https://www.dylanreview.org/ 
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